Choosing theright technology

When selecting technology with an In-Service Date far in the future, you
need to make the right choices. The Technology Appropriateness
Guidelines Tool can assist - providing a repository of guidance material for

current and emerging technologies, with a human factors perspective.

The goal of the Technology Appropriateness Guidelines (TAG)
Tool is to assist the selection of technology, particularly for
systems that have an In-Service Date 10 years or more away.

A taxonomy has been developed to define the structure used
for the TAG tool. It is based on human activities; starting with
tasks and then leading to technologies that might support
those tasks. Technologies are divided into three main areas:

- Supporting human-system interaction

- Providing protection and sustenance

- Enhancing human performance

The TAG Tool will be hosted on a web site where registered
users will be able to log on and access the information provided
in the database (see pictures left).

The tool will allow users to browse or search the database, edit
technology information and save technologies to a favourites
area. A forum facility will allow users to post comments, for
example, about their experiences of using a technology, and
contribute to discussions.

Military Benefit:
The military benefit is to bring a human factors perspective to the
technology selection process.
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